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Persuasive Essay to King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain

Overview: You are either Christopher Columbus or a Royal Advisor to the king and queen of Spain. If you are an advisor, you will attempt to convince the king and queen that funding Columbus’ voyage would be a waste of time and money. If you are Columbus, you will attempt to persuade the king and queen to fund your voyage and let you have 1/10 of whatever riches you find. Using your pro/con notes from the stories that were shared in class, persuade the king and queen to fund/not fund the voyage. 

Directions

Opening Paragraph:

1. Begin with three questions to create interest. Each question must be a minimum of ten words in length, must begin with a different word, and your questions should be arranged from least specific to most specific. 

2. State your topic in one sentence, For example, “Then you should consider funding my voyage.”

3. Transition to thesis (subordinating conjunction) and list three solid reasons the king and queen of Spain should/should not fund the voyage.

Body Paragraphs:

1. Each body paragraph must begin with a different word.

2. Add to the content of the body paragraphs by providing examples and testimonials. Make sure you are appealing to you audience (the king and queen of Spain).

3. Close each body paragraph with a summary sentence. Don’t repeat an idea; instead, provide a summary of that paragraph’s topic.

4. Provide one transition statement to begin one body paragraph.

Closing Paragraph:

1. Answer the questions presented in the opening paragraph. Do so by restating or “making fun” of the obvious answer. 

2. Restate the thesis in different words – usually a phrase is needed for each thesis item. 

3. Close with a twist sentence that might be described as the “final sell.” 

